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' ; A VERY TKKSENT HELP IN
;f' - TROUBLE .

V; ;.By WILUMl .)l3NNINGS BUYAft ;' ;

'r; BlbLE TEXT WESSON FOR NOV1. 6,
'

(Acts 21:27-4- 0 and 22:1) .
.

And when tho soven (lays (of purification) woro
alindHt ended, the Jowri which Were of Aula, whenthey eaw him in the temple, stirred' up all tho
people, and laid hands on him.

Crying out. Men of Israel, help;-- . This is the man,
that teaohoth all men every where against the
Eeople, and tho law, and this place: and' further

Greeks also into tho temple, and hathpolluted thltf holy place,
(For they had seen beforo with him In the city

Trophlmus an Ephesian whom they supposed that
Paul had brought Into tho temple.)' .

' '.

, And all tho city was moyed, .und .the people rantogether; and they took Paul, and drew him "out'
of tho temple: and forthwith the doors were shiit.

And as they wdnt about to kill him, tidings came
unto ,tho chief captain' of tho hand, that all Jeru-
salem was In ah uproar,

yvhb immediately took soldiers "and oerturiohs,
and', ran down unto them: and 4when they saw, .the
chief captain and tho ; 'soldiers; they loft beating
of Paul. ;

Then tho chief captain 'camo near, and took him,
.and commanded him to bo bound with two chains;

and-denjande- d who he. Was and what ho had dohe..
A And homo cried one thing, some another, among

-- the multitude: ana when ho could not know, thocertainty for tho tumult.' ho commanded Him tb 'be
carried into tho castle.

And ' when he camo upon" tho stairs,, go it was,,
that ho was borno of the soldiers for the vlblencb
of tha people. : '

'

Fr tho muitltudo of tho peoplo followed: after,prying, Away with him
And as Paul was to bo led into the castle, hq

sald'Unto the chief captain. May I scak unto
thee? Who said, Canst thou speak Greek? '

Art not thou that Egyptian, which before thesedays made&t an uproar, and leddost, out Into (the
Wilderness .four housand, mon that were murderers?But PUl said, I am a man which am a Jew1 'of.Tarsus, a city in Cilicla. a citizen of no mean city:
and, I, beseech thee, suffer mo .to speak .unto the"people. i .

'

And when he had given him license, Paul stoodon the stair,' and beckoned with the hand Uht6 tho
people. And when" there was made .a great silence,'
ho spake unto thorn in the Hebrew tongue, say-
ing:

Men, brethren, and fathers, hear yo my defencewhich I make now Unto you.

AS this Is the ilrst bt a series of 'Bible talks
that vill appear every week in tho Saturday (or
Sunday) editions of a list of newspapers through-
out '.the country, and which will be reproduced
in this and subsequent issues of The Commoner,
it may nQt be out of place to explain to the read-
er tho plan that I shall pursue.

' I am addressing a large Bible class made up
of newspaper readers scattered throughout tha
entire country the largest

'

Bible class in the
world and my purpose is to show how the les-
sons of the Bib.le can be consistently applied by
all 'of us to our everyday, twentieth century
lives', ' ,

jtfan needs spiritual nourishment as impera-
tively as he needs "food for the bqdy. If the
emaciation of the soul Were as apparent to the
eye as emaciation of the body, it would be easy
to throng the tables where ethical food is dis-
pensed as it is to nil the dining room. I hope,
through tho medium of these weekly Bihle
talks,- - to increase the interest in the Bible of
those who are habUual attendants upon church

-- and Sunday school, and to bring to a study of
Jhe Bible those who have allowed worldly cares
to keep them from enjoying constant, contact
with the Holy Scriptures.

-w President Harding recently said: "I have al-- '.tfays believed in the Inspiration of the Holy
V Scriptures;-- whereby they have become the ex--

"Tr-rrT"
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PRESIDENT HARDING SAYS: "STUBYi'... THE BIBLE"
:
fff'Tmvrt ntwnvn nil mm l i t. t .. ... -- - ,, "v,..uhju m tuts lUBpira--

1
1 tim of the Holy Scriptures," writes Presi-- W

dent Harding, "whereby thoy have come inexpuesion to men of the word and will of
J' God J believe that-fro- every point of
. View?' the study of the Bible is one of th
ljlmolBb worthy to which men may devotepHMftn'tolves, and that in proportion as thov

ktfo and understand it, their lives andthelt actions will be better."

The Cpmmoner 11

Mr. Bryan's Bible Talks
pression to men of the word and will of God.

I believe that devoutly; and (with 6ur presi-

dent I also believe "that from every 'point- - 6V
viowt the study of the Bible is one of the'mbst
worthy to which m'en may devote ' themselves, i

;a'iid that in proportibn'as they know and under-- 1

stand it; their lives and their actions will; be ,

I
;, .May we in'the'se Weekly --talks,: MLft6 ItiSfflZ&fc a n?sht a a' i

come-t- know and Bible . t i .i X-l-'. a0.i,: .. .

that wo may all enjoy life more abundantly. I . r

A GREAT SOUL UNAFRAID
The text of today's Bible talk is found in tho

acdount of the Apostle Paul's return to Jeru-
salem.

. A quarter of a century before. his conversion ,

had taken' 'place, even while . on
t his way j to

Persecute the new sect tliat called themselves;
Christians. During all those ,twen,ty--lv,- e years,
he had been steadfast in the ministry of the1r
Master, carrying His word throughout Asia apd
Europe to- - Jew and GBntileV.and making thbu4
sands of belieVers, ;'.:' '

i
i Ho had, suffered many things in the course of

his ministry.' Now, as he set his. face towards
Jerusalem; it was prophesied to him Jhat there
he would .be hound an'd. delivered into the hands
of the Gentiles. ,

His renlv wan nhftrHctprinHn nf n vrnnt ortul .

undaunted and unafraic. "I am ready not to be
bounrf 'pnly. but alsa to die at Jerusalem for tliq
liuiuo ui' me jjoiu jesus
' feo, he had gone up to the Holy City. There

'it; was told to him that it had, been said of him .
ih Jerusalem that he had taught all the Jews

I wliidh werd among .tfte . Gentiles (in foreign l '

laiids) rtp forsake Moses ,. . . neither to walk"
; after1 the culms'." - i ;

To disprove wthis false report, to show that-)-
himself kqpt the law, Paul, ' the next day

purifying himself, entered into thei" texriplei'to"'
signify the vdas of purification." -- -

It wt3 when this period of seven days
almost ended that the mob, told of in today'stext, came down upon And before takingup the central thought of today's talk, atte-tid- n

should be called to the fact that this mob,which, .threatened the life of Paul and called torescue the chief captain, Lysias, was.brought
iuscnier uy u imse rumor.

THE SIN OF "SUPPOSE"
V

It was charged that Paul. brought Greeks intotemple. In, our text we leatn that the Greekreferred to was Trophimus.. "whom they sup-posed that. Paul had brought into, the temple;?'
What an, indictment will bd found upon the'books against Dame Rumor in tho last day!Property has been destroyed, hopes wreckeland even )iv6s: taken because led peopleto, suppose. :

mVSf asked t0 elve, for a symposium
S,uth? an answer to the question"What would happen if for one day, everyson told what he knew about. other persons'"My answer wag that --nothing cduld be of lessadvantage to the public or of greater' harm.In the first place, halt of the evil that we

It comes to us upon the authority
and have no time to Verify the statement
even, f we have inclination to do so

iUJ ?all that is true, most of it ought notbe told. "To err is human," and tnere senough wrong doing in to ncharitable. What excuse ca7there be Kr draging forth from their hiding .place the sns thathave been repented of?
have brought those who eoiiStSd thSiin.agony to high resolve? Gossip is UncharitableAnd it is probable that those whoquick to make false accusation against BaSwe. actuated by reasons entirely ill
those which they proclaimed, dlfferent. rom

Even a little experience in life Is sufficientconvince any one that the indictments b?madeclamorous tongues do Jcause-o- f .offense. As J)emeMwTiCaiLS&
of Ephesus, when he feared. po?i --'

preaching the Gospel to BrtieslaS S5 5 '

rob, him of his business ofPmaBn? shrtn2?ld
thevclty's goddess, concealed aVte'g--hi- s

praise-o- f Diana, so today mArJ2J
motives cloaked in IndigSatim! nary

But to come to the paramS of"

today's talk, so beautifully: set forth in
words of "the Psalmist: tho

"God is our refuge and strength
A vefy preselit-- , help in .trouble.

Therefore will npt wo.feari"
It is an excellent, jext Tvith which to beeln

this series Of articles,., and Paul furnishes ua
with as good"an illustratfon as "hlstor; presents
God was his refuge and his strength; God waa
liia present help in every time of trouble, and
because of his trusTTn God, Paul knew not fear
He says, o himself, (II Cor; il:23r27) that ho

i
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'.J11 1ftbou mi abundant, in strlneaaliove,,inettsur.q.' in piTsonsfitoref reiiuent, in dcath

Of tbe Je.wa Jlvc times rrfcce'lved I forty strlnpa' '&asv6 dnc; ' it ;,
Thrice Waa bfiaten wlthWdsi bnce was I stonert

together, Bible day
understand the better, T X

was

him.

his

rumor

thought

perils of robbers, in perlis''by mine own country"
' rheh, in perils by tho heathen, in Perils In the cltv

1,11 iiciiio ii, uiu niiuuiiKoi), in jjuiiio. iu me sea. inperils among' false, brethren,; :
In, weariness and painfulness, in watchlncsoften, in hunger arid thrist, in fastings often in

cold and nakedness. . . .'., And yet, Paul's faith(,rieyer.yravred. He wa8
I a)i example ,qf W'hat one cian endure, who believes
:and is ready to ItestifyVOhisVbelief, by life it
that be (Good's vill, by deast1i,U..hid 4eath Is re
qiiired; . ... ' '

'
; , "THE CUBUJlBDyRdWD"

! T4olstoy;' Kdmiriisteb'ih.eeyeifest rebuke that
I have jead td ,whatnhe',;catls,i."the cultured
crowd," viz:, th'bse Wh6. tegfu' religion as a

'superstition, good for tije' Jgrforant, hut who
think that one can outg6i!hB.c necessity for
religion when h&jeaoh'ertjtin stage of in-

tellectual ' 'development.';
The great phi'lqsoplier declares that eyeryone

who has. experienced refigfausfdeling knows
that it .doe's not res't Jpoa ..ava'gue fear of the
unseen, forces o.f .hltrO)ut..dbes rest upon
man's consciousness of 'hiafinitohess amid an in- -

. finite universe and of hissin'fulhes. And this
consciousness, Tolstoy adds, "man can never ou-
tgrew. . ..T,'cV; ":V"

"It Is, :a consclQusnessof'urJApiteness that
makes us appreciated refuge puch as those have
Who believe Jn a, G.odj all-rjiris- e, Tall-powerf- ul, and
ail-lovin- g.

,
,,.; "jfe,.-:- . '

'. We are constantly :confrontodf by our limita-
tions. Our han.ds can lift "but a few pounds,
while the hands of the Almighty Piled mountain
upon mountain. Our wisdom is Qf little worth;
we ara daily confronted by; problems that con-
fuse us and confound u$. Itiis relief at such
times to . look up to the. measureless Mind that
planned a universe and wrote '

,His laws upon
all things, animate and inanimate.,

We find it difficult to be neighborly to a few
whom we know personally-difficult- to consider
their, interests and our own at: the same time.
Our hearts can but feelr rebuked when we think
of the goodness of a Heavenly Father whose
care extends to all His chjl'dreh, however sca-
ttered and however unerratefulr they may be.

It was to teach us this boun.dlesg love a love
Whose limits are so fat flung.. that even ,an
enemy cannot escape from --ifcr-rthat Christ re-

minds us that Go,d maketh rfis' Sun to rise on
the evil ant! on the good, unVfl sendeth rain on

. the just .and iin the unjust.." '

THEl PRICELESS PvltfyiLEGE
This is so large a theme4hai.it is hard to

compress within the limits oVthis weekly tr.lk
all that one might say on thepriceless privilege
that God's creatures have in finding in Him a
refuge IK every time of troubler William Cullen
Bryant has made this thought the climax of
one of' his greatest poems, Whe Ode to the
Water Fowl." After-- describiiig lthe flight of
tho bird between its northern y and, its southern
homes, he puts into exquisite.vhmguage tho les-
son of bur goJdenytextr iV'
VH?" who, from zone to zone. r'

'

Quwea thTough tho btJUrtcf less sky 'thy certain

wn? vn? way that I "must read alone,my ?teps aright,"

A CONSCIENCE VOID OF OFFENSE TO-

WARD GOD, ANI TOWiSilD MEN

it ik fMMBH

IS Mf ',.
bi?Wtbxtlesson ot hov. 1 3

-- ... -,1 i (Acts 2i:lQr27..uJl
noiinSllVw?l5top thaJhej-KoSern'd- r had beck- -

iirtfi?&..oul nat-beb- h k niany years a
KSrQi.u?irlh naon.M da tho mora: cheerfully

mygolf: .""Because that that there

li XPjtwy sIcf ?tp Jerusalem

And they neither foun mo, fnthe; temple du

';.
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